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Words by Wu Chia-yu Photos provided by Taichung Film Development Foundation Translated by Anna Yang

Experiencing fantasy and reality in 241 animation films

TIAF 2018 Taichung

International
Animation Festival

The fourth annual Taichung International
Animation Festival (TIAF), with the main
theme of "Fantasy and Reality", included 72
screenings, opening and closing films, 16
feature films, 100 short films and 123 video
clips. For the first time, it was challenged to
show the films on two cinema screens and
sold more than 8,000 tickets, its highest sales
in four years.

The number of film submissions this year
also exceeded 2,000 to set a new record.
From a total of 2,006 films submitted from 92
countries, the preliminary jury selected 100
short films, with nine films selected by jury
and two winners chosen by voters. In addition,
three "Short Film Nomination Award" winners
were chosen.

The Short Film category was divided into
"International Short Films" and "Student Short
Films" categories, which accepted animation
films from around the world. For the former
category, the jury noted that many films were
well-made with digital image technology that
provided a radiant, detailed visual-art texture.
This year's "Student Short Films" were mainly
dominated by students of popular schools
in France and other parts of Europe, while
other worthy films made by students from
other countries also portrayed varied cultural
perspectives and social facts.

The Fall

"The Fall" by French director Boris LABBE
is a film about celestial beings descending to
an Earth that is deteriorating as they come
down. This tragic fall leads to a critical battle
between heaven and hell, as illustrated in
Hieronymus Bosch's painting, "The Garden of
Earthly Delights"



T "The Fall" is portrayed as Bosch's
"The Garden of Earthly Delights".

20184F

Annecy International Animation Film Festival's Jury Award

Five Minutes to Sea

Russian Natalia Mirzoyan’ s "Five Minutes
to Sea" is about a little girl who is passionate
about the sea. When she is asked by her
mother to take a five-minute break before
going back into the ocean, it seems like an
eternity, as she watches people walking on the
beach. The perspectives in this film portray
poetic expressions of time and emotions in
our daily lives.

1 "Five Minutes to Sea" uses animation to tell a
story about time.

| "The Blissful Accidental Death" is created as if
it'sin a cinema.

Short Films - Outstanding Work

The Blissful Accidental Death

Romanian Sergiu Negulici made this film
about a man in a female painter's painting
who finds a 70-year-old love letter. He is
determined to meet the aged painter in a
nursing home and during his train journey
displays the story of the painter's memories
of love. The director's cinematographic
approach, quality screenplay and mix of
traditional and modern techniques are all on
display in this film.

128 %
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T "Where Am | Going?" depicts local Taiwan images.

Taiwanese Short Film (Grand Prix)

Where Am I Going ?

1 "Si So Mi" exudes the ambiance of mysterious
traditional folklore.

Audience Choice Award

The Box

Recipients of these two vote-selected
awards are Slovenia director Dusan KASTELIC's
"The Box", and popular Japanese animation
artist Tomoki Misato's "My Little Goat". "The
Box" tells the story of how the birth of an
infant changes the lives of people living inside
a box, as their monotonous, interlaced lives
suddenly undergo a dramatic transformation.

— "The Box" was popular among voters.

The creative and experimental approach in
Huang Yun-Sian and Tsai Yi-chin's "Where Am
| Going?" and Zhang Xu-zhan's "Si So Mi" have
received the jury's affirmation.

These lines are from "Si So Mi", "The afternoon
sunshine appearing in my childhood memory is
the experience of being nearly dead; a sinking rat
in an almost-full water pail is trying to escape.”
This film uses common urban animal carcasses
as protagonists, telling the sadness and joy of
the life story in a metaphoric way, constructed
with an alternative animated charm. "Where Am
| Going?" describes a studio, where an old man
lives alone on the railroad tracks, that is about
to be dismantled. However, he still wanders
through the streets on a tricycle, broadcasting
this trade of "repairing screens, screen doors, and
glass changing". He bypasses bustling markets,
rising buildings, traditional markets, and Tian Ho
Temple every day to discover the beauty of his
daily life. In contrast to refined images of Taiwan,
this film reveals the helplessness and regret that
still exists in the real world.
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Student Short Films (Grand Prix)

Flower Found!

Jorn Leeuwerink from the
Netherlands made this film about
a mouse that discovers a suddenly- 35

Birds and other animals together
join a search for this beautiful
flower. This film delivers the
powerful message that the opinion
of the crowd is not necessarily the
same thing as truth.

<« "Flower Found!" is a political metaphor.

Student Short Films- Jury Distinction

LIU

Taiwanese directors Hung Chia-wen and
Chen I-wen are first-timers at this event.
Their film is about the complex relationship
between love and lust, as the main characters
solve puzzles piece by piece from memory.
This colorful poetry immerses viewers in its
fresh approach to visuals and narrative.

—"As Usual"
displays
scenes of
coexistence
between the
sacred and
the normal.

Taiwanese Student Short Film ( Grand Prix)

As Usual

Liu Kuan-wen's "As Usual” illustrates the a N
coexistence of sacred temples and traditional J '
markets, incorporating scenes of coexistence
between cats and humans. The director uses
space as a main character, and sound and light
as mediums. This film shows the daily lives
and interactions between cats and humans to
display the usual habits and cultural aspects
we often neglect in our lives.

< "LIU" introduces
| audiences to a
| fresh approach
to visuals and
narrative.

Student Short Films (Outstanding Work)
The Deep End

This film, by Elise AUGARTEN from France,
is about a little girl who is hiding in a locker
room alone when she hears people playing
in the swimming pool. She works up the
determination to walk to the pool after a
complex emotional struggle. The unique
technique of preserving traces of movement in
this work is impressive. £%

— "The Deep End" reveals a charm in its visuals.

appearing flower in the forest. 00000606000
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